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INSTRUMENTATION
Flute (doubling Alto Flute)
Oboe (doubling English Horn)

2 Clarinets in B-flat  (1st doubling Clarinet in E-flat tuned 31 cents flat — see performance notes,
2nd doubling Bass Clarinet in B-flat and Contrabass Clarinet in B-flat)

2 Hornsin F

Trombone

Percussion (2 players)

Player 1:  Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Crotales (both octaves), Guiro, Triangle (large), Bass Drum

Player 2:  Tubular Bells, Tuned Almglocken E , 2 Suspended Cymbals (small, medium),
Chinese Cymbal, Tam-tam, Bongos (pair), Congas (pair), Vibraslap (large), Whip

Piano

Keyboard - see performance notes

2 Violins
Viola
Cello

Double Bass (with low C extension)

PERFORMANCE NOTES
General

THE SCORE IS IN C, with the exception of the retuned E-flat clarinet and keyboard, which sound 31 cents lower than
written in the score. Standard o¢tave transpositions also apply: glockenspiel and crotales sound two octaves higher than
written, double bass sounds one octave lower than written.

Accidentals remainfin effect for the remainder of the bar. This applies to all accidentals, including the microtonal
accidentals defined below. Qualifying accidentals have been added in some passages for ease of reading.

Microtones

d = 31Cents flat

& =onesemitone + 31 cents flat (131 cents flat)

HORNS: wherever possible, realize these pitches by playing the natural (untempered) 7th harmonic of a fundamental.

Other instruments may be asked to produce a microtonally altered pitch by tuning to another member of the ensemble
already playing that same pitch. The notation “t:” is used to indicate from whom the pitch should be taken.

Keyboard and retuned E-flat clarinet

The keyboard, which should be touch sensitive and equipped with a sustain pedal, should produce a piano sound tuned
31 cents lower than normal. High-quality piano samples should be used, with the goal of producing a realistic piano
sound that matches as closely as possible that of the acoustic piano used in the ensemble. The 31 cents detuning should
be executed precisely with programming (please do not approximate it with a pitch wheel, etc.).

The E-flat clarinet is also tuned 31 cents lower than normal. Therefore, following the normal tuning of the ensemble, the
first clarinetist should tune the E-flat clarinet to the pitch of the keyboard.

As mentioned above, both of these instruments sound 31 cents lower than written in the score. In the parts, these
instruments are notated “as played” like any other instrument: thus, the E-flat clarinet sounds a minor third less 31 cents
higher than written in the part, and the keyboard sounds 31 cents lower than written in the part.



TO CONTACT THE COMPOSER

alex@alexstephenson.com

PROGRAM NOTE

Cantus is about singing of many kinds. The piece begins with a simple, tuneful melody—first presented by the viola and
then in variation by two clarinets—that is then dilated and abstracted into a framework for other, more elaborate types
of song: the chirping of alien, mechanical birds; human laments; horn calls, both placid and exuberant. A clarinet and
sampled piano tuned approximately one-sixth of a tone below the rest of the ensemble, along with the use of several non-
standard pitches on the horns, contribute a special harmonic color to the music. Cantus was written with gratitude and
admiration for Rand Steiger, Steven Schick, and the musicians of Palimpsest.
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Score in C
except E» Clarinet and Keyboard (see preface)

Flute

Oboe

Bb Clarinet 1

Bk Clarinet 2

FHorn1

F Horn 2

Trombone

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Piano

Keyboard
(piano sound,
31 cents flat)

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass

for Rand Steiger, Steven Schick, and Palimpsest

Cantus
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E Lento tranquillo subito J=48

— ()
7 - 3 - - - D)
R (G / %
oJ
o]
Ob. |- % %
o . .
o]
A - 3 - - - 2
B Cl o ) 1/ %
[y
echotone
A —3—
A — 1 3—1 e = = 2
B Cl2 || —fs— ] % ] ] —& %
ANS) A1~ z i - T *
~ !) bl v v ~——— —
PP —o
solo (with Horn 2)
LA —3— — S — ——3
i1 B2 = 3— 1 ——— N ——— ———— 2
. (ey )/ \ ] i P Y ] A | \ K i 1 | %
A3V i WY [ @ o} I : i §
.) " —  — — LU iH—H’v
— < ]
T O
o——mp——  ppp p————mf————— | p
cantabile
1 solo (with Horn 1)
—3— 5 —— 33— —3—
i‘? 1 1 2 3— 1 ) 2
Hn.2 —— y/— 7 \ i i — i & \ ] \ 7 %
Ky 2 3 \ <o \ %b \ \ \ i §
Sy i - = ¢ L
mp— 5 — L
O mf D —— pp—— mf ——"
cantabile
19 e
L — e — 3 3 = = = 2
Tbn. ?ﬁ, i d e - % %
—0
= D) Iy}
Perc.1 |HH = Z = = = Z
Suspended Cymbals
(medium) (small)
scrape with triangle beater soft mallets
Perc.2 | - ) ¥ r; - 2 ¥ 7o 2
erc.  /—— & P P P o/
L =5 s 4
[ e
plo. ﬁ ‘
A +
b4 I D) ©
7 ¥ - D] - - ¥ ¥ A
\ & & % } & & %
= o
>
Pf. mf
o) = 3 - = = 2
7 % %
T
0
i - 3 - - - 2
{ey % %
A\S)J i § i §
J
Kbd. J
?): D) Iy )
e): - S - - - 2
/ % 4
E Lento tranquillo subito J=48
con sord.
1II sempre
%E:E:@:E:E _ D)
Vin. 1 (e | ] \ /A \ | \ | \ %
\Q_)v ZD 5% z > 4 fo- 5% 2D % po- [ i §
Ppp legato —_—
A con sord.
> D) ) )
vin.2 | & 3 .Z Z Z Z 7 7 2 A
ANV * fo- T [ ] o P P~ P~ i &
o LA — S —
prpp —mf y4 _— ]
(t: Horns)
)y 2 a 3 — L m— 3 T — I ] r I 2
Vla. % ¥ % # ?‘ T—N P 1 1 ? ? ? %
: ] i §
3
—] —3— —_—
PP e
con sord. %)
1o /T. o .- ™ o o ‘.A.A.. .
Ve yCI ¥ ¥ - > —" L % ? g o \ I ; 7~
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Fl.

Ob.

E» CL J

Cb. CL

Hn.1

Hn. 2

Thn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pf.

Kbd. 4

Vin. 1

Vin. 2

Vla.

Ve.

Db.

—_
S
()

trill to one semitone
higher (sempre sim.)

/_A /b/\ -

|

short

e £ > E ﬁc b > b? # . E

- 9 % [ E—— £ # # e "OF e b A ) Z \. £ # o =
o= —_— — / i e e — 7 2
~ —————— === x
oJ 3 5 r - 3

—_— I ————
trill to one semitone
higher (sempre sim.) "
short
13 —
— > %/; == B E— > ~
‘ ‘ e — I { Z 3 73 53
L Q D% A — & & )/
i — f L X (o} ® L 3
o 3 = o > s 7 -
S . 3
trill to one semitone
higher (sempre sim.)
//_\\
PP
e o _ > . be short
ohe o \ .
0 L ety e, A s e P T A
44 - ===t feoe ,oig "0 efetee, 4. e N 5
— — Q ! — 1 & & %
—_— ===
oJ 3 5 r 3
_ - I — R R—
take Bb Clarinet :Zort
O 1 0} 1/ N =
o) - - L a—— 73 3 y i) )
77 Q 7% & & (I /%
& 3 (o} & 3 \SPAI 3
~ [J)
air through instrument short

LA (no pitch) ~
p D) % N =
72— - - L -] i N - 73 D}
(N7 Q /- i N—7 & )/
ANSh (o} & 3 J ) L 3
o S =

air through instrument short
A (no pitch) ~
0

A4 L S L 4 i K o= 2 53
(N4 Q /- i N—7 & %
D% (o} & 3 J ) & 3
oJ N W

short

19 A
12—z 3 % =
2 4 - - - 73 ¥ Yo

i) Q % & & Z X%

s 3 (o} & 3 = 3

S

. on
— 3 % > (] 4
- - i 73 C; o/ 9
Q % & 1 o %
(o} & 3 1 & 3
D) o o e
- p——flo —
(small) Chinese Cymbal short
> > o)
% : | : 3 = % : X 5

HE— P P (<] /— & & %

s 3 — (o} & 3 = 3

D >

short
; ~
% =
] ] i 3 ] 73 ¥ 9
o 1 7% 1 & & %
1 & 3 & 3
short
o)

X 3 % =
o) ¥ = - i - 2 ¥ 73 ¥ 9
7% P Q /- Py & & %

& 3 (o} & 3 & 3

I =
b Ra lift pedal gradually
@
S—

1

J
ﬂi /\ > short
— > o > . °
5 - e Bey, BP0, . L u, @ ~

P £ =" fooe ,e8 "1e%e” § oo, 7800 — ) 3
(N 4 Py —————— I I - Q I o/ i % e/ I I ! 1 Py Py %
o —_— == N — = *
D) £ fng" 5 r p =

- |
mf s — f short
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- Z 3 % =
O ] ] ¥ = - i — 2 ¥ 73 ¥ 9
Y A/ — 1 P Q /- Py & & %

s 3 (o} & 3 = 3
) B, lift pedal gradually
short

) o)

p 3 % =

7 —F - - i —— 73 73 9
(N4 Q 7% & & %
D% (o} & 3 & 3
o

short
A )

i - 3 - — X P 51
(N7 Q 7% & & )/
ANSh (o} & 3 L 3
oJ

short
o)

194 g % =
¥ - - i —— ¥ 73 D}
S Q 7% & & %

Hio) 4 (o} & 3 & 3

short
o)

X 3 % 4
o) - - i —— 73 73 9
7% Q 7% & & %

& 3 (o} & 3 & 3
short
6 e —3 ~

L3 b ; O] S - - — 3 73 53
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Estatico! (poco pitt mosso) J=76

4 L —
— o o <
o o > — — > o —
g = be £ fe = = e f e B F ]
FL O 92 C —_— 0] b 3
bV = 3 3 = =
- @ = @ bell
A '/\- > > — | o Ty _
e e P e a— — I— ¥
Ob. (N4« i I } Po—1—Hf ok } f % I } %
AN ; Y i i S 3
J 3 ‘ 3
- & @
are P /”_\
be . > E fe . > E be ﬂw Ee“
0 H = - £ E = = R I = Pl
el < —_— — 3 %
oJ 3 3
trill to one semitone &
higher (sempre sim.) d , 4
- & /_/—\\ T U
A o o 9  bell
> ® e > =4
- e ¢ ilee £ zee b F
B:CL2 || Hfay——% i r : = 5— %
T ; :
(breathe if necess.)
bell up o (harmonics on concert "Bb")
—3—
- —i— - _— | .
i [/t % 4o o = S <a = ¥
D¢ \ \ o 14 V% 4
J & g > - Jbed @ =
> - ® /
i be —T ffmf——SF
(breathe if necess.) f%
bell up ) (harmonics on concert "Bb") 9
o) —3— —3— | | |
2 |52 e e———— 3 - %
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> m,
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5 ) V. — 3 ‘ 1
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trill to one semitone
higher (sempre sim.)

—_— e et

e
%

| -
il
o’

Kbd. 4 Niid

4 D> %
bl 30> S J ¥ ¥ D) - i 3
. & & % %
Py
Estatico! (poco pitt mosso) J=76
arco . — .
molto vib. & e
_ A = =3
7= ) %
Vin. 1 C"‘u :’i r2 2 g %
[y
p— fz? warm and full
arco
molto vib. ~ -
A5 : e e %
Vin. 2 (N 4 < P 0 % D %
o ’ o )
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v, HE 5 3 3 1
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) == L — i 3
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FL.

Ob.

E» CL J

B»CL 2

Hn.1

Hn. 2

Thn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Pf.

Kbd. J

Vin. 1

Vin. 2

Vla.

Db.

|

155 s 2 = o E # o e =4 it
_ 9 . — = — — g E — — —
/1
O 2 C ] —— =
NSV A §
) 3 3
/4
bell l/_A ﬁ\\ /bell bell take English Horn
p  down e w . ese # £ e up | down
44 « | - E -
(54— g —
J 3 3
r~
bell JE B e > e e e belll  bell
A down = = — — % E — — :/up down
7z
O 7 ¥ ] —— =
NSV 3
o 3 3
o @
R
—— L
bell :(5_\ o > % e o E'/v bell|  bell (breathe before attacks as needed)
,9 % iown = — = ﬁ==£ - - - - fown 1 ?37 ] i =
(e % i P | ] \
ANIVAES 3 Lo @ [ K t
.\Q) 3 3 USS > >— — >
(breathe before attacks as needed)
bell up N
LA — 33— L) —3—
A4 ‘ N 1 1 Z 1 = ] ] —
(o W/ I ! P \ ] Py | \ \ \
U—f \ I by [ 7] 1Z) ot T [ 0
> —_ S
(breathe before attacks as needed)
bell up +
A —3— ’ —3— —3- 3 — 3
i — - i i ! Z e e i s | ! j —— —
(e % & 1 \ \ T ) ] = |
NSV A § \ P P no 7] T I — J e o o o o
Y] 17 —17 e LU S —— T~ == > >— S — > S— > >
o Z
e A -
7%
L 3
™ PR J—
(Crot.) —
B, : o
7z ; -
y R S—— v
(e % 1
o
mf Vi
Lo
Tubular Bells Tubular Bells
3
% 1
= — FSgagt 5 - bse :
< o = X X X D —
S P———— fnontroppo S 10
- l.o.
<
A
ﬁ ‘T 8 - ~
A 3 o
2% \
7 F O] rm— \ I -
(e % I 1 | \ Py
NSV A § \ \ | o fe
D) ;" —/ s > =
o S—
s s .[f
o Z
hll DS 3 y 2 - el -
7% &
E —_—
;
>—
frssssassass
b - o
o) — J—
7z
75 ¥ ¥ -
(e % I & S
ANSD A 3 \
) be
> b/
o Z
o). 4 - - -
7%
L 3
it
A lots of bow - change freely and rapidly (lots of bow)
7z I
7 F ¥ \
(e % & |
\QJ)/ x 120 L) —
e —
@ — M
lots of bow - change freely and rapidly (lots of bow)
9 % I
7 ¥ \
(e %4 & P
= fo- © o .
T — v
p— — .ﬁ.
lots of bow - change freely and rapidly (lots of bow)
U - — /\\ _
104 2 o o
I54—= |
arco
lots of bow - change freely and rapidly (lots of bow) norm. bowing (subito)
pizz By e S Y
X 19 Rk o g £
D Ih"™ | |
T
u“izz. sul
% arco 